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Breakout Sessions #1 

11am-11:50am 
 
“In Heaven and on Earth: What Is Worship?” – Josh Sutton 
 

It has been said that worship is the constant activity of the church in heaven and is the primary calling of 
the church here on earth. In this session, we will look at how the Bible frames worship and what it means 
for the church today.   

 
 
“Delighting in Christ And Exalting Christ in Our Worship” – Jonathan Martin 
 

If Christ is already exalted and lifted high, how can we participate in exalting Him week after week? A C.S. 
Lewis quote and a really good milkshake helped me discover something key about my heart and its natural 
inclination to worship and praise the things that I enjoy. 

 
 
“Improve Your Choir's Sound This Week!” – Pepper Choplin 
 

Fun and engaging techniques to use in your next rehearsal. 
  
 
“Lead Well” (for Vocalists) – Kirk Kirkland  

 

There are many details that need our attention each week just so we are ready to lead worship, and that 
includes preparing our vocalists (whether a small group with handheld mics, or a larger choir). But we want 
to do more than lead; we want to lead well. We will discuss how we can prepare our teams to lead with 
Honesty, Truth and Beauty. 
 
 

“Musicals Can Be Fun” and “Why Children’s Choirs?” – Pam Andrews 
 

“Musicals Can Be Fun!” 
 

Help! It’s children’s choir musical time! Help!  I need help creating a set! Help! I need to cast a musical! 
Help! I need to teach a musical! This class has it all. You will learn how to create a quick yet effective set 
and how to teach a musical. 

 

  “Why Children’s Choirs?”  
 

Why should all churches have children’s choirs? What are the benefits? What is the purpose? Join Pam for 
this discussion of your value in the lives of children as you teach them through song. 

 
 
“Pianist as Orchestra” – Jeff Burnham 
 

It's just you and 88 keys, and an entire congregation to lead. What else could you need? In this session we 
will examine techniques for leading worship as a solo pianist. How to create arrangements, diversify tone 
and texture, and play orchestrally to inspire the congregation to sing. 

 
 
“Church Sound” – Doug Johnson  
 

This session will cover sound system considerations for your church as well as basic engineering techniques. 
A comparison of digital versus analog sound systems will be discussed. A review of equipment needed for 
churches considering installing or upgrading their existing equipment. A brief engineering presentation will 
also be given on how to eliminate feedback, perform basic EQ, and what needs to be done before each 
service begins. 
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Breakout Sessions #2 
12:40pm-1:30pm 

 
“Biblical Filters for Congregational Worship” – Josh Sutton 
 

One of the ways the Word of Christ can dwell in us richly is for us to sing it to one another. We are 
commanded to sing the Word of God—the truth revealed in the Scriptures, the story of redemption. 
Every part of a lyric should link together to bring a wonderful, thoughtful, deep expression of Scripture to 
every singer. If you are choosing the songs as a worship leader, this is your responsibility. Yet, with the 
New Testament speaking very little about WHAT songs to select in corporate worship, how are we to 
know what is acceptable?  We must develop biblical filters. In this session, we'll look at 10 filters through 
which to think about selecting songs that build deep believers in our congregations as well as practical 
considerations to build a singing congregation!    

 
 

“Bringing Energy and Passion to Your Choir Music” – Pepper Choplin  
  

We'll rehearse two pieces, focusing on ways to move your congregation.      
 
 

“Lead Well” (for Instrumentalists) – Kirk Kirkland  
  

There is a language that instrumentalists speak. Some of us are less familiar with that dialect than others. 
We will explore how to prepare our instrumentalists to lead our congregations well. Topics include: The 
Rhythm Section; the "Church-estra;" The Media Team-amplifying instruments. 

 
 

“Vocal Health: Using and Stewarding your Voice to Sing and Lead with Freedom” – Emily Martin 
 

Whether you're the worship leader or a volunteer vocalist at your church, we all struggle with nerves, tired 
voices, tension and sickness that can steal our focus and freedom in worship. In this breakout, Emily will 
share helpful tips and habits to keep your voice healthy in every season and will give you a quick morning 
warm-up routine that will train your instrument, build your confidence and help release the voice God gave 
you to praise Him with. 

 
 

“Music in the Dark!” and “Music Education Is Fun!” – Pam Andrews  
 

“Music in the Dark!” 
 

Come experience this unique teaching method in which the entire music class is in the dark using black 
lights to provide a glowing worship experience which your children will love. 
 

“Music Education Is Fun!” 
 

As children’s choir leaders we are in the business of replacing ourselves. We want to teach children to 
worship Jesus and understand his joyful songs. We need to provide sound music hands-on methods for 
music education for our children. Let’s use hula hoops, frisbees, and jump ropes to teach our children 
about the joys of music and Jesus Christ. 

 
 

“Pianist as Band Piece” – Jeff Burnham  
 

This session will demystify how to be a good worship band member. We will tackle issues such as 
interpreting chord charts, the roles of piano in a band, the roles of synth in a band, and exploring 
improvisatory styles. 

 
 

“Church Screens” – Doug Johnson  
 

This session will discuss the trends with presentation screens in churches today. It will outline the 
equipment needed as well as what software is available to control the screens. Training will be given on 
how to setup presentations and how to effectively operate the equipment without becoming a distraction 
to the service. This session is ideal for beginner and intermediate level personnel. 
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Breakout Session #3 
1:40pm-2:30pm 

 
“Planning & Leading Congregational Worship” 
 

In this very practical session, we’ll look at tips for planning and leading congregational worship and how to 
build a collection of songs our congregations can carry for life. Additionally, this session will feature 
practical helps on how to lead any band or worship team to a place of excellence that allows your 
congregation to focus on the one to whom we sing! 
 
 

“Sing with Power and Freedom” – Pepper Choplin 
 

Voice training for the choir and soloist. We'll train our voices as a group and with volunteer soloists. 
 
 
“The Word in Worship” – Jonathan Martin  
 

As worship leaders, the Word is one of our most powerful resources as we think about how to lead hearts 
in worship. Instead of having a "time of singing" and then "a time in the word," what would it look like to 
include more of the Word during our times of singing? 

 
 
 “Lead Well” (for the Chief Musician) – Kirk Kirkland  
 

This class is designed to explore how we can be best prepared to be the primary worship leader. Certainly, 
there is musical preparation to be done; however, just as important are the ways we need to be prepared 
emotionally (private life), relationally (with our team), and spiritually (in our personal relationship with 
God). 

 
 
“Pianist as Computer Musician” – Jeff Burnham  
 

All contemporary music is influenced by electronic production techniques. Those with piano skills already 
have a tremendous edge in the now and future of music. In this session we will discuss why you need to 
be learning how to use DAWs and soft synths, and we will look at some of the advantages of using your 
computer and keyboard to lead worship. 

 
 
“Shake, Rattle, and Soul!” and “I’m a Children’s Choir Techy!” – Pam Andrews 
 

“Shake, Rattle, and Soul!” 
 

Worship is an action word! In this class you will shake, rattle, and find real soul as you experience the joy 
of praise and worship of our Lord. 

 

“I’m a Children’s Choir Techy”  
 

Come find ways to integrate current technology into your children’s choir classroom. Your children will 
love learning in this innovative way as they experience the joy of music found in technology. 

 
 
“Live Streaming” – Doug Johnson 
 

This session will discuss the considerations whether or not you church should LIVE stream its services. It will 
outline the equipment needed to start streaming as well as the different services available to host your LIVE 
stream. 


